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HE Author, has two principal inducements for 
ſending the following Diſcourſe into the world; 
the primary, ariſing from, what he conceives, the im- 


from his Situation where he reſides, | 
The doctrine of a Diving Provipegnce, dies 
ing over human Affairs, upbolding and regulating 
the whole Syſtem of the Univerſe, and, in various 
Tinſtances, diſplaying evident proofs of a Moral Go- 
rernment ; appears to him a ſubje& of the higheſt 
importance, in which the beſt intereſls of Mankind 
are deeply involved. The late occurrences, with , 
regard to a Dearth of Provifions. in this Country, 
brit called his attention to it: and indeed the preſent 
tate of this Kingdom, and of moſtof the ſurrounding 
Empires of Europe, powerfully excites to meditations 
of this nature. Surely, The Lon p hath a Controverſy 
with the W and n events my” be ex- 
pefted !! Mk P 
The Nas is conſcious, chat a fubied, which o- 
pens ſo extenſive and variegated a field for diſcuſ- 
ion, cannot have full juſtice done it within the limits 
of a ſingle Sermon. He has, nevertheleſs, endea- 
youred to touch upon moſt of the principal points: 
and, as a ſingle Diſcourſe has its Advantages over a 
more extended and elaborate Treatiſe, he ventures it 
bt, luch as it is, to meet the Public 0 hopes 
| and 


; 


— 


portant nature of the Subject; and a ede one, 


5 vr T4 
and fervent Icfires, that it may e the dormant 
attention of ſome, into whoſe bands it may fall, 10 
| things, i in which their trueſt Intereſts are concemed. 
The Notes, and ſeveral new thoughts, have been ad. 
. ded, fince it was prepares for the Congregation, i to 
whom it was preached; |. 

As to the Author's Ds Gen its) 3 TE to obſer 
that, during a reſidence of near Five Years in thi 
Place, he has been precluded from, even once, deli. 
vering his ſentiments from the Pulpit (though it 
was ſolicited for him), through an Illiberality and 
wi totally unbecoming the Clerical Cha. 
rater. He, therefore, the more gladly embraces ſe 
; fair an opportunity (Perhaps the laſt, during his 
further continuance among them) of laying before 
the Inhabitants ef this Town his ſentiments: ona 
ſubject of ſugh general importance, and of ſhowing 
io chem, that they are not ſo. unworthy a Man, ora 
Cghriſtian, as ſome af them may have imagined; 
which; he truſts, the following Diſcourſe will ſuffi 
ently evince. If he has manifeſted a warm regarl 

for ſome modes of Thinking and Acting, now alas 
grown antiquated and unfaſhionable; it is becauly 
be finds them countenanced by his Bible, and ha 
them enforced upon him there, as eſſential to his 

eternal Safety and Happineſs. If he has kept him. 
| ſelf more retired from the gay Scenes and. plealuref 
able Amuſements, which he ſees the generalit) . 
round him deeply engaged in; it is hecauſe he reads 
in the volume of Heaven, Be not conformed 40 this 
World; but be ye transformed by the Renewing fy 
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N | FEY. 
"44a from a perſuaſion, that their fatal ten · 
dency is, to droun ſerious RefleQion, and divert the 
tention! from ſpiritual and eternal Concerns; and 
eſpecially as being, in his view, moſt incompatible 
with the Office and CharaRter of a Chriſtian Miniſ- 
ter, In ſhort, if he believes, that Man is a fallen, 
depraved creature, +Fuilty and condemned before 
cod, while in. his carnal ſtate; * and, that nathing 
but the Blood of J=80s Curtsr, ſprinkled u upon 
his conſcience, and the Grace of the Hor v Seikix, | 
changing and renewing his heart, can ſave him from 8 
din and Hell: it is becauſe he ſees theſe Doctrines ſo 
early laid down i in the Word of God, that he, that | 
runs, may read them; and alſo, becauſe he finds. 
them expreſsly recogniſed i in the eſtabliſhed Formu- 
ries of the Church of England, and their Truth 1 
umpt with the broad ſeal of uniform Teſtimony 
hom competent Judges, in every period of the Chrif- 5 
ian Era. And, if for theſe things he is Lighted 
nd proſcribed; he muſt be content to bear it, as 
ball meaſure of the Reproach of Chrift, in which : 
1 far worthier than he, have ſhared before 
It is a well-known, long-tried maxim „That 
Wc wid will love its own, and thoſe only. = 
Defirous, therefore, of leaving among the People 8 
I this place a Memorial, at once of his genuine 
ntiments, and of his Reſpect for them, and Reſi- 
enceamong them; he has more particularly inſcrib- 
5 , Ol 


*' To be carnally minded is Death becauſe the carnal mind is ca- 


Our ity againſt GoD ; for it is not ſubjeR to the Law of God, neither 5 


ddeed can be. So then, * that aro in the: Fleſh, cannot pleale 
Cop Rom. 8, 67,8. Gs; 
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ea the folloving Obſervations” to their Service, 
 awaken'in any a ſerious concern for their Immortal 


195 my labour 1 in compoſing them. Pas 500 5. 


kale or falſe. | I falſe, in the name of Candour and 
common Honeſly, let us renounce it altogether, and 


5 hitive aſſent to its Truth, or a there formal attendarce, 
now. and then, upon its Ordinauces. It. requires! 
cordia reception from us, and to Have a vital and 

0 univerſal Influence over us; and they, who, upon 
any pretence whatever, do not pay a due praflica 
attention to its principles and its precepts, to Its 
Proviſions of Grace and Mercy and its Duties, can- 
not poſſibly be GUILTLESS : . we e 
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And, if, under Gov, they ſhould be ſo; happy. as th 


Intereſts, he will eſteem himſelf OY dee for 
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p. — 8 'The Religion of the 9 5 muſt either be 


no longer make any pretenbons to believe it. But 
on the other hand, if it be indeed true, it certainl 
deminds ſomething more from 1 us than a cold ſpect: 


we negled 15 great Salvation. ?. feng 
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Grrar Sorx EMR, as tho there Were none 
ſuch?! Do they not, in effect, ſay in their 


Workly He immodinely retired from it | 
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ire fins alas! too common in every Age! 
The Royal Pſalmiſt complained i in his day 5 
The Fool hath faid in his heart, there is no 
God the wicked through the Pride of bis 
countenance, will not ſeck after ans 
*Gob is not in all his thouglits. And, may 


hot a ſimilar complaint be made with; equal 


propriety ii the | preſent. day 2; Do om 
Folifh multitude pay as little regard to the 


heart, as the prophethath i it, “ The Lok will 
"not do good, neither will He do evil 9 
The hand uf Gon; in the events of Life, is 

well nig as much loſt in ec pans 
tho ve believed,” that having created the 
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ineffable Eſſence; and left it to be governei 


univerſal Governor, are truths of the frf 
magnitude, and which ſhould ever be pr 


are we taught adoringly to exclaim, ( 
5 name i ur all _ world! * 5 e is le 


As our ente ee anden to be 


| pa us; as the Apoſtle ſays, © © Rain from 


*5:hearts:with-Food.and: Gladneſs. + This 
Yarieral regard to the conduct of Divine 
Providence in the REyglution of the Seaſons, 
Vill receive additional i importance from the 
Py eee abs wbich 
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45 2 oY 
of his own. eternal and 
by itſelf and its inhabitants. But that ther 


is a fuperintending- Foroer, atid that His dig 
dom ruleth over all that He is the great and 


ſent to our minds. With what propriety 


* Lox», our Governor, how excellent is thy 
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_ thrected to the Guidanoe df providence in 
au 5; {o W in the Segſang of the 

Ny mas df th earth; are we 
ard the cn Leap: He 


heaven and fruitful Seaſons, filling our 


now and then ariſe, and ſeem to claim our 
more than ordinary notice. Thus; Lappre- 
bend, the 8 relative to theſe Matters, 
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"it 3 1 
N — our devant attention ; 
and-it is with this, view, I have now brought 
the gear Providence under conſidera- 
a The en . aa Fey I is key 
appears pecu liarly adapted to occaſions of 
mis nature. It is a ſublime compoſition; 


; 
end was itſelf, it is ſuppoſed, penned on 
O08 occaſion of a great drought in the days of 


David, which: cauſed a famine. for © three 
# Years, year after year. The particulars 
are, recorded in 2 Sam. c. 21. where we are 
informed, that when inquiry was made of 
the Lon p, concerning the cauſe of the fa- . 
mine, he anſwered, It is for Saul and for 


Cibeonites; that is, becauſe he did this to 
the breach of a ſolemn treaty, and that vi 
might give their portion in the land to his 
vun family. Upon chis, directions where | 
ziren to hang up een of Saul's ſons, or 
immediate defcendel 87 hich being execu- 
ted; we are told v. 14, that © after that, Gon 
* wasintreated for the Land, and ſent them 
aplentiful rain. On which occaſion, David 
compoſed this divine ſong; and, viewed i m 
di light, ſeveral paſſages in it appear 
* . 
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* his. bloody, bouſe, becauſe he flew e 


Gor IS wr EL, om <<. : 
FI DOI = ; = 


—_—_ 


——_——— ER St i 2 
——— 


+ 3= 


— 2 — Y —2 2 
— 


EE ER 
EE E= 
- 


B 


EE e — os 
* . * 
7 * 


1 makeſſt it to ſhine*conſpicuous amidſt the reſt 
4 oP the e Yeats, Tike a King adorned with his 


Y 2 there is every 
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Paths drop fatneſs" . d. „ Thou enricheſ 
in the ſeveral ſeaſons thereof; and the clouds, 
thus This year, which may truly be called 


. Me Year 'of thy Goodneſs (as the margin of 
our Bibles reads it), thou erownelt with 


Free years, that dhe the land reſted, during 
0 the Sabbatical) year, there Thould'be no De- 


; mentator, whoſe footſteps are not, Ake thoſe 
of 8 wet with blood; nor Like thoſ 


c 4 "Y- 
ehe fve laſt verſes ma celebrate 
le, Previdbence of God, in making the earth 
bring forth abundantly. Our text compriſe 
a ſummary of the whole ſubject; Thoy 
crowneſt the year * "with thy Goodneſs, and thy 


and adorneſt the hs with variety of Fruits 


which are thy Fauth,“ pour down ſhower, 
Which make the eürch fat and fruitful. Or 


copious variety of Fruits and Flowers thou 


and wherever thy gracious Preſence 
ry bleſſing; thy Reps are 
attended with fruitfulneſs and plenty. Thus 
romiſed' to bleſs the fixth year of the 
Jes in the land 6 Panaan with fruit for 


ey for man or beaſt. T God is here 
of pared to a rich lord, ſays: A Certain con. 


Ft; todd. y mug 
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t dee der, wy 80, 21. 5 : 
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of piled beaſts, deſtructive wherever 
they. come: But they drop ;/atneſs, are ever 
ended with luxuriant bleſſinggs. 
My preſent deſign naturally leads me to 
nike ſome general Remarks on the Divine 
Superintendence over the affairs of this world; 
and then to apply them more particularly 
to n late eee which Ml for our 
"Firſt then, Sick va 401 is 1150 the ut: 
moſt importance to acknowledge and advert 
to the governing power and Providence of no 
in all the affairs and events of life. i | 
The Voice of Reaſon and 8 uni- 
tedly declares, that as the world was made, 
ſo it is governed by Go; and that nothing 
happens in it, but under his immediate con- 
troul, dereftion, or her miſſion. . e 
The Scriptures give abundant teſtimony te to 
this important doctrine. Thus in that ſolemn 
addreſs of the Levites and People in the 
days of Nehemiah, we have the following 
ſublime deſcription of his Being, Works, and 
Providenge; 7 Thou, even thou art IE Ho- 
yan alone; tliou haſt made heaven, the 
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« heaven! iof- heavens. with all their: hoſt, the 
eth and all things that are therein, the. 
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e ſea arid all. Ewe 18 ans an thou pz. 


_ dently, as one properly obſerves, © denote; 


cious preſence... Words cannot better ex, 
preſs the continual and neceſſary dependence 
ol all created Beings in their exiſtence and 
| in all their operations on the Firſt and Al. 


well as divinity, teaches. The blelled 
N Redeemer: himſelt in that memorable pallage 


love of the world, and an over-weening ſoli. 
citude for the things of this life, grounds his 


„ „ 


ah the men of Athens upon their idolatry, 
and directing them to the Gzzar SUPREMg, 
as the proper object of their worſhip, de. 
clares, © He giveth to all hte and breath and 
_ * all-things;” and that in Him we live aud 


FTherefore 1 ſay unto you, take no thougit 


*ſhall drink; nor yet for your ;bgdy, what 
ye hall put on— bel 
#{air; cor they [ſow not, neither do they rea 


8 „ 1 Ts Wen 


SERVESTH them all.“ * St. Paul arguing 


God's neceſſary, intimate, and moſt effica- 


: night: Cauſe; which. the trueſt philoſophy, 


where he cautions his diſciples againſt the 


arguments on the truth af this dattrife; 
10 for your life, what ye ſhall eat, Or what ye 


d' the foals of the 


£91 


0 Father feedeth them: Are not you of 
more value than they? And why take ye 


neither do they ſpin: and yet I fay unto 
«you; that even Solomon in all his glory 
«was not arrayed like one of theſe. Where- 
«fore (a fortiori) if Gov fo clothe a fhort- 
lived vegetable of the fietd—ſhall He not 


nuch more clothe you”? * Add to this, 


what he ſaid to his diſciples to encourage 


ill treatment and perſecution he fore-warned 


but are not able to kill the ſoul: but rather 


not fall to the ground without your Father. 


numbered.“ + Is it poſſible to conceive 
ho ws more determinate and full, and which 
uh ore ſtrongly expreſs the doctrine of a /u- 
N bade Providence even over matters 


* Man, 6, 68. + Math, 10. 63 r. 


« thought for raiment? Conſider the lilies 
« of the field, how they grow ; they. toil not; 


their conſtancy and ' perſeverance under the 


them they. would meet with, when he ſent 

them forth to preach the goſpel; „ Behold I 
ſend you forth as ſheep in the midſt _ 
*wolves—Fear not them, who kill the body; 


ear Him, who is able to deſtroy both ſoul 
Fand body in hell. Are not two ſparrows 
* ſold for a farthing? And one of them ſhall 


But the very hairs 'of your head are all 
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. * moſt minute : and apparently infinit 
cant? . 4 317? ry i: EH 


us; © I ſaid unto the fools, Deal not ſo foot: 


horn. Lift not up your horn ſo high, 


Nebuchadrazzar ; when ſor the ſwelling 
pride and arroganoe of his heart,” his king: 
dom was taken from him, he was. driven 


and acſinoroleuge, that t 


it to whomſoever he will.“ On which 
___ 6tcafion we are further told, that“ He dotli 
d according to his Mt in the army of hea 
© yen, and among the inhabitants of the 


Lu . heat n eng thou : "oy SW it 


5 * See Dan. e. 4. the whale of which, 2 Xs e Ps. 
Hannah, recorded 1 Sam, 2, 1—10. 18 well dey 75 op, cob dene 


3 ets the divine plalmilt thus infrugh 
« Ahly;; and to the wicked, Litt not. up your 


« ſpeak not with a ſtiff neck: for Promotion 
* cometh neither from the call, nor from th 
3 weſt, nor from the. ſouth; but: 0 0D 1s THY 
« JUDGE 5 HE putteti down one, and ſetteth 
ub :another,” F very remarkable illuſtia 
tion of this we have in the caſe of king 


from men, to eat graſs with the oxen of the 
field, until he ſhould be brought to know 
4 ruleth in the kingdom of men, and givetl 


earth; and none can ſtay His _ or 1 


© fs * v4 


on this part of the argument. 


it. 9 1 1 
That the Divins Preſence. and Effence fill 4 


a taught in the ſollowing ſublime paſſa- 


Ling at large: Whither ſhall 1 go from 
thy Sprrit, or whither ſhall I flee from thy 


la Gop at h 


and, ſaith the Lox, and not 


equently,, that it would be endleſs to tran, 


ations,on thoſe already enumerated. I will 


ar d to che Huſluences of the Heavens and 


1 . 7 J dy. 25 — 


80 


pace, and pervade univerſal mature, we are 


s, which I cannot but indulge myſelf in 


preſence ? If I aſcend up into Heaven, thon 
bart: there: if I make my bed in Hell, be- 
bold, thou art there. If I take the wings 

of the morning, and dwell in the uttermoſt 

parts of the ſea, even there ſhall thy hand 

lad me, and thy right hand ſhall hold me; 
L ſay, Surely. the darkneſs ſhall cover me? 

eren the night ſhall: be light. about me 
Vea, the darkneſs hideth not from thee; burt 
the night ſhineth as the day,”* And, am 
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a Gon. afar off ꝰ Can any hide himſelf in 
ſecret plates, that I ſhall not ſee ft faith: 
the Loxd? Do not ,I x1LL HEAVEN AND. 
MATE, faith IEHO VA? een 
In ſhort, paſſages on his ſi ubject occur 9 0 | 


tribe them all, or to make particular obſer · 
nly juſt add, that the agency of Gop, with d 
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celebrated in numerous parts of ſcripture! 
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V viſiteſt the eutth, and watereſt it: tho 


Aich is full of water: thou prepareſt thei 
__ *zorn, When tk 
| Thou crowneſt the year with thy good 
| "© nefs, and thy paths drop fatneſs. They 
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bey hout for joy, they alſo ſing.” 


the ſacred records of heaven. 

is conſonant to the higheſt Reafon, that it 

ſhould be fo; yea that it is necefſary in ti 
very Nature of things, muſt be evident . 
every thinking perſon of an unprejudiced 
wind. Can any thing be ſo highly reaſon- 
8 able, - as s chat the Mates of the Univerſe, 
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nes 
2 ; Aae of the Earth" (the points » 
more immediately before us;) is particula 


and no where with more dignified ſimplicit 
than in our text and its contexts; Tho 


greatly enricheſt it with the river of G05 


"haſt 16 provided for 


* drop upon tlie paſtures of the wilderneſs 
„And the little hills” rejoice - on every {id 
„The paſtures are clothed with flocks; th 
vallies alfs are covered Over _ Corn 


-'T hus largely and beautifully are ve in- 
ted on this very intereſting point out of 
And, that i 
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V e Se Yew 
ba Ix | Or » 
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ou Plato 104. 1 47. 3 rh "I 7 4 


Fins) Causx, on whom all Creatures every 
moment neceſſarily depend for Exiſtence and 


Ive know. He does, and not to adduate, direct, 


conceive of, beſides Himſelf, equal in any 
degree to the mighty undertaking? Can we 


and beſt ends, zndeper 


7 ede pl. in e tu mb. into confu- 


elleg i produced. 12 5 
but muſt owe itt continued exiſtence to the will of the Being, by whom it 


l. e. io exiſt aud add ſeparate ſrom, and independent of, it, or it might be, 
tontrary to it: a principle, abſurd in arſelf, which, if once admitted, whe 


1 N ped n 2? Dr. r e 5 fie ” 


ible to 3 * the GREAT 


Pjeration,* can pervade univerſal nature, as 


and over=rule it? +. Or, what Power can we | 


imagine, that mere Mechanical Motion, being 
once impreſſed upon matter, is ſufficient to 
preſerve it ever after, in a regular, uniform 
courſe of revolutions, directed to the wiſeſt 
ent. of | the continued 
interpoſition and agency of the Peity ñ We 
know: it is contrary. to the nature of things: 5 
and that the frame of this Univerſe, from the 
very law ol the Materials, of which it is con- 


. | ſion 7 
80 Al 3 ol 100 D, had 0k be „ 3 b 
| {:n6ble or ſpiritual, owe their efficacy for producing any effetÞ# to the 
Agency of 8 divine power in and * them, at the "yy teme ven — 


Whatever does not neceſſarily EY ls the 45 mament of its e- 
Hence, cannot neceſſarily exiſt in the ſteond, or in any following moment; 


vu at firſt produced: For by ſuppoſing ity exiſtence to continue when 
that will ceaſed, we ſhould ſuppoſe it to be without the cauſe'of its being; 
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| * propoſition to evety perſon of common. intelligence; it give y 
oo” pleaſure to be able to confirm i it > 4 ar? 2 8 8565 by the in ve 
8 refpeAable Authorities, 45 e | 
"47 The Philoſopher, who over JE theſe (i. 8. the traces of an Al 


finitude to infinity, what 1 is maar ag and weak to, what is nlimitted an 
| almighty, and what is periſhing to what endures for ever.” 


- moſt unaccountable to exclude, him out of nature, and repreſent him as ax 


| : him to be the chief mover throughout the whole uhiverſe, and that all othe 
1 eauſcs are dependent ppan Him: And conformable to this, i is the reſylt 


Erz, that ſurpaſs mere mechan: n, or the effects of matter and motion 
. all of them may 'be reſolved i into one : gengral and extenſive power. But 


A "900? in a great meaſure, from the immediate influence of the firſt mover,” 


85 greatly increaſed, when wei confider the 'vatious' "compoſition of that 
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" Gon and ruin, were the — Malers Al 
to be withdrawn from it, or His influence ſuf 


57 « Although, 1 apprehend, the ible wit appear, well nigh, aſe 


governing Deity,) contenting himſelf with the appearances of the materi 
univerſe only, and the Mechanical laws of motjon ; negleAs what is mo 
excellent, and prefers what is imperfe& to what oy Tupremely perſed 


1 As the Deity s che Ert and ſupreme tauſe of all thiogs, b ſo it i 


intelligentia extramundana. On the contrary, it is moſt natural to ſuppoſe 


of all our enquiries into nature ; where we are always meeting With poy 
Phe laws of nature ate conſtant and regular; and, for ought we know, 
this power itſelf derives its properties and efficacy, net from Mechaniſm 


- Maclaurin's Account of Sir Iſaac Newton? $ Philoſophical Diſcoveftes 
beck 4, chap. 9. See alſo 1 on 8 Phyſical cauſes of the Fay 
motion, P. 161. 1 e 

„Marks of Divine bag er ſays Dr. Doddridge,: t in the 1 80 | 

and government of the world, appear in the continuance of the centripetal 
and prujectile force of the Planets, as a mutual balance to each other; net 
ther of which appears neceſſary in itſelf, though a failure i in either woul 
be attended with a general ruin: and this thought appears with a force 


fourfold motion, by which a ſecondary Planet revolves about its _ 
ns both a about the ſun.” 
* © Doddridge's Lectures, TY 27. 2 1 5 


„ #The wien and greateſl Philoſophers bus not been able „ 
com 


— 


. 
e conceive; that the infinitely perfect and 
benevolent Being, the Parent of the univerſe, 
as ſoon as he had completed this ſyſtem, reti- - 
Fed from the works of his own hands, and 
left them to be governed by, what is called, 
the law of their nature ? The very ſuppoſition 
s contradictory and abſurd, if not blaſphe- 
mous : And med who, can ſwallow ſuch an 
e Hypotheſis, 


tonneſtion between folidiry and eriviintion, or motion and thought: 
therefore a perpetual omnipotent agency ſe emsito be the moſt 11828 * 
of «counting. for you otherwiſe unaccountable ahve | 

| | Ibid. Prop. g2. Demon. . th 
Was an ;nite Wiſdom and Power neceſſary,“ ſays the 3 


looked after ; can we think then this dull, unaQtive matter, merely by the 
force of its firſt motion, ſhould be able ſtill to produce the effekts, which 
are ſeen in the world, and to keep it from HOG. at leaſt by ores 
into its priſtine Chaos? a 

% Origines Sacre; B. g. ch. 3. U 
The Works of Gos depend wholly, both for their form a their 
ſubllance, upon that power, by which they were originally brought into 
Qxilttnce ; and were the Creator to withdraw his rr enetz y, 50 
vole creation would fink into not ling.? 5 : 

is Encyclopedia Brittanica, Metaphyſics, No. 27%. 


who conſider the nicety, with which the gravitating. and projeQtile forces 
pe balanced, than that the moſt ruinousand fatal effetis muſt immediately 
follow from the deſtruction or interruption of the equipoiſe ; in other 
Words, from the ſuſpenſion of the agency of Him, 15 


9 = Whs * and — the whole, 


lige, *to put things into that order they arein? And is not the 
ſame neceſſary for the government of them? 1 cannot fee any Reaſon to 
think, that the Power of Matter, when ſet in motion, ſhould either bring 
things into that exquiſite order and dependence, which the parts of the 
World have upon each other: : mich leſs, that by the mere force of chat 7 55 
firſt motion, all things ſhould continue in the ſtate they are in. The moſt | 
exquiſite Mechaniſm. cannot put an engine beyond the neceſſity of bejng. 


& Nothing," ſays an ingenious correſpondent, is more clear to thoſe, - 
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| Hypolheln defcin rve e neither 125 name ere 
E or Believers. 7 4 


are we to account for ſuch events, as the uni. 
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as no Rain for Three years and Six months; 
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Werd her fruit ? + How elſe ſhould rapacious 
1 | "Ravens bring Food to the Prophet ?—the 
- raging Fire forget to.burn-?—and voracious 
Lions to devour ? All miraculous. interpoſi- 
lions, whether of HELL or Judgment, we are 
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Further, this argument lands f. be 
37 ſupported by numerous incontrovertible 
matters of F act. For, if Gon does not inter. 
Poſe. upon fit occaſions, beſt choſen by his 
unerring wiſdom, * ſo as to ſuſpend, alter, or 
Teverſe, the regular courle of Nature ; how 


. verſa} Deluge—the deſtruction of Sodom 
the dividing of the Sea, while the waters ſtood 
erect, like walls, on the right hand and on the 
kft—and the ſtanding fill of the fun in the 
Hrmament of Heaven for the ſpace of a day? 
How, otherwife, came it to paſs, that, at the 
prayer of a Prophet, for the puniſhment of 

a wicked Monarch and a ſinful People, the 

"Heavens withheld their influence, and there 


"andat his interceſſion again, the Rains deſcen- 
ded in abundance, and the earth brought 
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150 erde to the hand of the Supreme 
Ruler: and iſ we knew but one ſuch inſtance, 


affairs, and preſides over the events, Which 


ting propagation of the Goſpel, amidſt the 


Torture employed againſt it in almoſt every 


the ry ind een of his res, — A 


york miraeles to deliver us from the conſequences of out own. folly and 


traaſpoſes, or ſuſpends them. Thus the Ravens, birds of prey, bring 


Perſecutors : yet made a remarkable diſtinction, and are kept from hurtiag 
the One, while with the utmoſt rap idity they devoured the Other: nor 
cauld the fire itſelf, incapable of deſign, i injure the three Hebrean Youths, 


de Religion of their country, and the commandments of their Go.“ 
any; Pilcrtations on  Natupal and Revealed Religion, P. 39 


well authenticated, 1t wauld ſufficiently at- 
teſt, that Gop takes cognizance of human 


happen to us: for where ſhall we draw the 

line, and ſay, Gop is not in G 
In fine, the granting a Revelation from 1 
Heaven at all, the marvellous preſervation 2 
of it in the world, and eſpecially the ama- 


manifold infernal Arts of perſecution and 


ige; are, of themſelves, fanding and fu N. 


proofs, in every period, that there i is an 
Kult ſuperintending Power, who regards: | 


N nn caſes,” "RG: 2 7 1 «, * which gas 5 
em theſe matters (viz. the elements and other creatures) are fixed and. 
permanent, it being perfeRly unreaſonable to imagine, that, Go Would 


vickedneſs,; yet when the vindication of his Divine Perfections, and the 
ral interells of Virtue and Religion, require it, the Almighty with caſe 275 


proviſions tothe diſconſolate Prophet. And owing to the ſame cauſe, the g ; 
roaring Lions, who naturally knew no difference between Daniel and his 


vhoſe only fault, even in the Monarch's eye, was a Ready attachment to 


- T 4 
* We” 
* * 5 
6 £ 
- 
- . ² A ] P ER pond ns OPENS IEEE IE Oo i oe tn be BCG... 


his various diſpenſations; as He does, from us, 


- of men, is loſt. For what ſhould move us 


7 16 1 | 
„Now, that it 18 of the . knportines| 
not only to give ſome credit to, but feelingh 
to acknowledge and conſtantly advert to the go. 
verning power: and providence-of Gov, appearg 
from hence; that, without it, we ſhall feel lit. 
tle or no concern with, or intereſt in, Him, 
and ſhall loſe the moral benefits intended by 


the returns of gratitude and praiſe, fear and 

love, adoration and reverence, naturally 

ariſing from a conſciouſneſs of his Superin- 
tendence in the various events, which happen 
to us. Where the Providence of Goo is de. 
nied (and for all fraflical uſes, it is much the 
ſame, where it is not duly attended to), the 
principal influence, which the belief of his 
Exiſtence naturally produces upon the minds 


to love a Gov, who beſtows no good; or to 
ear a Gov, who inflicts no evil; or to obey a 
So, who pays no regard to our ations? 
Why ſhould we fray to a Being, who does 
not hear us; or hope in a Being, who is not 

| concerned to help us? Why ſhould we thank: 
| Him, if we receive nothing from Him ; or 
5 adore and hraiſe Him, if He be no ways be- 
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en wich, Him? Or, what advanta ge do we 
derive from the belief of his ex: cence? ? So that, 


dence, directly cuts in funder all the ties of 
Religion, by rendering Him an inactive and 
mignificant Being to the world; that is, in 
ad, no Gov at all: and that, conſequently, - 
an acknowledgment of, and practical attention to, 
his Providence, 1s of the higheſt importance. 
[tis true, in purſuing our inquiries into the 
adminiſtration, of the Divine Government, 
ve ſhall, in various inſtances, meet with = 
Myſteries, difficult to be unravelled. The 
keenelt penetration of the moſt diſcerning, _ 
can never diſcover r many of the Springs and 15 
Wheels, which keep the grand Machine in 
motion, and are neceſſary to account for its 
rarious and complicated movements ſuch 
knowledge is too wonderful for us: it is 
high, we cannot attain unto it.” Here we. 
'know but in part; we ſee but as through a 

FE claſs darkly :” and muſt, wait for the Kong | 
chulgent light of Eternity, fully to clear up 
the wiſe, myſterious plan, the mou ſtupen- 
ious . . 


+ 


FTT. 


FR br. Seow's Chriſa Life, Part i. cl. t where this nien, 
oy at *. | 


hot with 1 Goods He zul, which happen as N 
dere below, what Intereſt can we feel in, or con- 


you ſee, the denial or negleft of Gov's Propç!p 
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| . JJ rere. 
There are, however, ſome general Joſition 
in the UEconomy of Providence, faily a, 
 * ducible from the primary truths of Rech 
tion, which, if attended to, will greatly ai 
our. reſearches in this matter; ſolve man 
difficulties; diſcover the deſigns of Heaven 
and encourage our patient confidence and 
Hope, The falowing appear 6 me then 
material; which I can merely ſet down a 
| preſent, without making any obſervations 
upon them: viz. That Sin is the ſource c 
all our evils/and calamities, as the generd 
- Eauſe; and, many times, /Afeially ſo—That 
Gop is the parent of all Good; and that it 
is gracious Prerogative to remove the Ei, 
or to over-rule it, and bring Good out of it 
That all Elements and Creatures are in ki 
Hands, at his diſpoſal, and under hrs controu 
and direction; that he can, whenever he 
pleaſes, uſe them more immediately to punilh 
| or bleſs his creatures, to manifeſt his appro- 
bation or diſpleaſure; and that he, not unfre 
quently, does ſo uſe them—and That the ult 
mate deſign of all his diſpenſations toward 
|. Us, is bur Happiness, conkitetitly with th 
- honbur of his % Perfections and Govert 
ment. to bring us into unreſerved ſubjettion 
to Himſelf, that, we may become tru bo 
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| Theſe are, 1 apprehend, the EY views 
on this ſubject; and, with theſe principles 
deeply rooted in our minds, and ever pre- 
ſent before us, it behoves us to ſean the ways 
of Providence, and religioufly contemplate all 
his dealings towards us. Beheld thus, "what 
. different appearance would the various 
ſcenes around us, many times, preſent to our 
view! Where now we ſee nothing but Chance 
and Confuſion; we ſhould then behold ex- 
quiſite Harmony and Deſign! Where now 
we ſee nothing . but Evil and Calamity ; we 
ſhould then behold the Providence of God, ſo 

dieting and oyer-ruling the Evil, as to ef- 
ect by it the moſt beneficial purpoſes 4 Where 15 
now we perceive only the Machinations of 
men, the Courſe of nature, and ſecondary 
Cauſes; we ſhould: then diſcover the Hand 
of Gov, puniſhing tranſgreſſion, or turning 
the fierceneſs of man to his praiſe, and cau- 
lng * all things to work together for good to 
them, that love Him!“ O! how defirable, 
how bleſſed, thus to fee Gon in all things, 
and to © acknowledge Him i in all our ways! 4g 
4 Dy. - Agreeabiy 


"Whit Dr. * with equal truth and BE ua, concerning the 
creative power in Deity alone, may, | I apprehend, be applied, with no leſs | 
propriety ( uſing only the neceſſary variation of Fapreiions) to His le | 
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Akrecabiy to the Poſitiohs laid doyn in 
1 foregoing obſervations, I. 1 E, 

" Secondly remark, That it is eſpecially u ne. 
ceſlary, under any frowning aſpect of Pro. 
_ fence, to enquire diligently after the cauſe of 
it; to dall our own Ways to remembrance, and 
 fearchout our fins; to humble ourſelyes be. 
fore Gov, and implore the removal of his 
Dulpleaſure'; and that He would be gracious 
ly pleaſed: to bring good to 1 us out of the 
chaſliſement, 

This R is manifeſtly built upon 150 
ſuppoſition, that Sin is generally the cauſe of 
our Sufferings; and that ſignal Culamities ars 
moll gal Tokens of the Divine diſpleaſure, 
This 1 apprehend, is particularly true in 
Public calamities, where a nation in general 
is concerned; as, it is plain, there is no other 
Wo way of puniſhing | national Crimes, but by 2 
i tional Judgments in this life. 


e intense of the For of this, relative 
both 


of Let 1 Acbeil the n,: fays ns exert his moſt Aretch of underſlani 


Ving of a Butterfly, or the meaneſt feather of a Sparrow); let him labour 
f and ſweat, and faint, and acknowledge his own. weakneſs : then let hin 
; turn his eye; und look at thoſe wondrous compoſures, his Son or his litth 
| . Paugbters, ; and when 4 their infant tongues ſhall enquire 'of him, andy 
apo Wade 18 f let him not dare aſume the hogour of that work 
imſe * but teach the young creatures, that tiere is a Gov, and fal 


down on his face, and repent, and were Philos phica Ee 210 
. 5 | | : . | 


* * 


both to nations, Tanllies,: and ing dividuals, 
might be recited from the Holy SEfiptures, 
al well as from other authentic hiſtories,; was 
there time now to make the ſelection, or 
would the limits' of this diſcourſe permit. 
The general principle, however, is contained 
in, and ſuſſhciently confirmed by, the follow- 
ing divinely inſpired teſtimony ; Hear this 
word, that IE HOVAH hath ſpoken againſt 
you, O children of Iſrael, ſaying, Lou on y 
„have I known,” that is, choſen and honour- 
td with pecyliar priyiliges—* of all the 


1 families of the earth ; therefore I will puniſh 


1 you for all your iniquities,—Shall ; a trum- 


* pet he blown in the city, and the people 0 
not be afraid ? Shall there be Evil i in a city, 


and Jexoyan hath not done, or inflated, 
Fit?”* And therefore we are admoniſhed 


by the ſame authority, Hear ye the 1 1 


and who hath appointed 8 
It muſt, however, be 8 that it is 

not eaſy to diſcover, in all caſes, the preciſe 

cauſe of our calamities, or to fix the Hhecial 


deſign aimed at by them. At other times, 


after dus. deliberation, and ſerious attention 
to ſurrounding circumſtances, we utidoubt- 
PS * How a ra is the N Pons. 


Ae 3. FEY $, Mic, 6. 9% th: our 5 


doof Bread actually felt, The hopes of an ap- 


"L 83” 


| y nn the . ia 10 nd 
into remembrance by it, even after many 
days? ? When the brethren of Joſeph, receiyed 
Tough treatment from him in Egypt (though 
in diſguiſe), and he ſeemed inexorable to 
their iutreatics; then, and; not till then, *They, 
ſaid one to another, We are venly guilty 
concerning our brother, i in that we ſaw the 

« anguiſh of his ſoul, when be beſought Us; 
# and we would not hear : therefore 1 ts thi n 
diſtreſs come upon us, And, ; at all times, iſ: 
: ahoſe viſitations furniſh a proper occaſion, tg 
Call our ways {eriqully to remembrance, tg 
Humble ourſelves for gur tranſgreſhons and 
Y 1 turn unto; Him that ſmiteth. us, and ſeeh 
) his favour. This can never be unſeaſonable 
F . without the happieſt effects. 4 
Let us, now, apply theſe refleions to thei 
glory. proſpetls preſented before us, aſhort 
time ago, reſpecting t the Naßle prov nfion « of bfe 
MW as A melancholy. ſcene appeared to our 
view! An uncommon dearnels and ſcarcity 


proaching. Harveſt, well nigh, blaſted by th 
Jong · conti zued inclemency of the weather 
Ea 1 71 7 . of a e e hq 


"vi ul 
_ * cen. as. Bt, See wo Gen. 27. 2 vim e. v. or 32. 


ET 


0 en * 3 and commolie KS 0 
through t the hardſhips of their ſituation! DO | 
hot Oebyrrences, like' theſe, call loudly fot 
ſerious Reflektion and Inquiry ? Was there 
bt a Cafe? Were they merely the effe&s 
of Chance, or ſecondary cauſes, in the ordi- 
nary... .courle” of things? Or, was there not 
the avenging Hand of Gov in them, for ſorne 
rational Crimes or Impieties ? Surely, ſuch | 
a ſuppoſition 1 1s not, at leaſt, altogether. raſh 
and unprecedented. Hear what the inſpited | 


«urneth rivers into a wildernefs, a2 
ter ſprings i into dry ground ; a fruitful land 
*1nto barrenneſs, for the Wickedneſs of them, ; 
" that dell therein.” * We are here naturally 
reminded of the expreſs ſtipulations JE HO- 
van made on chis ſubject with his people of 
eld, Deut. 11. 1317. And when we be. 
hold, at any time, ſimilar events, may we not 
properly ſulſpect, and ſearch. for a ſimilar. 
6 155 . if it t be true, that theſe 


i things 
tl 10%. 38, b.. | 


ja, arty qrited, "Pires the cloth 
comprehenſive viewof this ſubſeR. | 
| * 70 obedient Iſrael, fays he, Go p e the ener te FEY 
rain, On the other Hand, when iniquity/abounds, he often judges it pro- 
per to puniſh the tratſgteſſ6rs by 'peſtifential Air, or barren” Seafone4 - 
lem ce defi WWE Oy ſen dound+'t4heir ekordi- 
tant 


* 


penman lays on a ſimilar occaon; HE 


1 
"y 
7 
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Do not Corruptions increaſe, and impieties 


5 of the 1 neee we enjoy ? T At 


| ful Fleets and Armies : , de feats the wiſeſt Counſels; and arbitrates the 
differences of Princes, with the fates of Men and Kingdoms by his 
Superintendency of Natural Effect alone, The i import of all which u, 


| ate Providence of Go. Turner's Difertations, P. 39. 


and give room for the above awful ſuggeſtion ? When do we behold any of 


| Can their Cloſets witneſs their devout peruſal of the ſacred Pages ju 


tet 


things * * are written for our admonition ve 
Perhaps, like 7e eſhurun, through the abun. 
dance of our proſperity and bleſſings, as , 
Nation, we © have waxen fat and kicked— 
«we have forſaken Go, . who made us, and 
« lightly eſteemed the Rock of our Salva. 
& tion :” F and therefore He threatened to 
take away from us, as he did from Jeruſalem 
and Judah,“ « the ſtay and the ſtaff, the whole 
*ſtay of bread, and the whole ſlay of water \ 


th 


Prevail, eſpecially among the higher orders 
of the community ? And may we not juſtly 
ſuſpect, that Gov is about to vit us for theſe 
things, as well as for the non improvement 


leaſt, 


tant mellow! 3 hom 8 1 Wee che moſt powel- 


that every event of this kind, whether great or ſmall, is under the immedr 


See 1. Cor. 10-11. 4. Tim. 3.16. f Deut. 32. 15, Kc. \ Isa. g. . 
I Does not the progreſs of focinian and infidel principles 1 in this na- 


| tion, the inſolent NegleR of the worſhip of Almighty. Goo, and every m. 


ſpecies of Irreligion and Profan eneſs, as well as of Luxury and Diſſipa- 
tion, which prevail among us; ſufficiently atteſt the Juſtneſs of this remurl, 


thoſe; who fill - exalted lations, (with very few exceptions), and who 


ſhould be examples to their inferiors, attending upon the Worſhip of cheit 
Maker; or, at leaſt, with any tolerable appearance of ſerious devotion : 


* | 
* 3 4: $ 


151 


£46 


Ious inveſti gation. 


0 de recorded, that, after the proſpect of return 


pn with. This ſhows us, wich What caſe, 

nd in what various ways, the Almiglity can; 
whenever he pleaſes, 21h offending Mor. 
ls; and diſappoint their hopes, even itt 


leſſed, for ever bleſſed be Cod! ! who*kee 


jfolong tlie chaſtiſement. A very gracious 


ads 1 me to 4 e 
| uo 4 Third 


iy obtain his Grace, and be accepted of Him, through th Saviour of 
mers? Rather, does not their general Condudt ſpeak t. is language; 
Whit is the Almighty, that we ſhould ſerve Him, and what profit ſhould 
e haye, if we ptay unto Him And ſhall not Go o niit for theſe things p 


ll He always keep, filence, A K be as one, that r 


induced to lay _ ter g waiving f riou 
their ruin / | ERAS 


atiples aboye recommended, ſhould influence gat hears: and condufl, 


ths n furely deſerves bur moſt ſeri 
It is alſo very deileibte and whnly 10 


bg Plenty; through a total and metiorable 
change in the whole ſcetie of things, a muck 
rater ſcarcity of Bread was felt, in feveral 
places, than at any time before, through a de. 
kiency of Wind and Water to grind the 


he ſuppoſed moment of F . 


eth not his anger for ever!“ He did vi 


hange ſpeedily took place, and a gladdening 15 | 
Iroſpe& += otros around us: 2 "Whit | 


ty FA learn bis Will; z or their kerbent addreffes to bis throne, that they | 


Alete not ?—If this 
:moh mould, by any means, wander into the bands of ſach, may they 


y to bears before 1 0 


| *Thele es are equally applicablet to * oecurrences of deft b 
u private life, In the unkindneſs of Friends, the loſs of a beloved 
1 Child, Property, Health; ; in diſappointments &c. the views and 


wt 


Third Remark, That it is highly becomin 
1 incumbent upon us, that we notice the 
favourable appearances, of Providence in our 
behalf with great Gratitude, and Thankfuln, 
eſpecially, alen ing the tokens of hi 

5 Ns ul to 3 er: 0 Thou, that hearef Hen 
unto, Thee fhall all 2 off come, v. 2. 

3 This! remark muſt approye itſelf to the rea 
ſon and conſcience of every unbiaſſed mind. 
And can any thing be more reaſonable and 
Proper, relative to the happy events, which 
pe have juſt now witneſſed? Who can con- 

t mplate our late, in many relpeds, abundant 
Harveſt, and the Uncommon fine Seaſon tor ga. 
thering it in; and not be conſtrained to ac- 
5 knowledge and adore the merciful inter 
7 tion of Providence i in our favour ; eſpecially 
afterthe gloomy proſpedts, which immediate. 
ly preceded it ? Can we review the burthen-! 
ed fields waving their golden plenty ; and 

1 the Boſom of the Reaper filled with the lux 
uriant ſheaves ? Can we behold the yards of 
the Huſbandmancrouded with their Precious 
ſtores? Can we reflect on a whole Harvell, 
in moſt places, gathered i in without the in- 
terruption of even a ſingle Shower! And, 
ſince then, the fine Rains, which have fallen, 


Preparing. the carth for another Seeding 1 
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in we, 1 Ry, review theſe ſcenes with any | 
attention, and not feel our hearts warmed 
with Gratitude to the Lord of the Harveſt 9 
Does not this Seaſon ſtand diſtinguiſhed 
mong the ſeaſons, as crowned with peculiar 

roodneſs—the Year of thy Goodneſs ? And do 
not then fuch Public and general bleſſings, 
demand as Publie Gratitude and Praiſe? Let 
us own the Hand of Go in ripening ſuns, 
and in refreſhing ſhowers; and when Nature 
is gay and Kaftkul. let our Praiſes daily riſe 
to our bountiful Benefactor. Let people re- 
collect their former painful apprehenſions, 
and, contraſting them with the preſent ple 
ſing reverſe, ſay, how juſtly our beſt Praiſb 
is due to the ſovereign Diſpoſer of eventhy 
How ſweet is the calm ſunſhine, after he 
boiſterous ſtorm! How exhiltrating the return | 
of Plenty, after-the dread feeling and forebo- ' 
ding of Want ! The mercy, thus, is doubled ! 
We taſte its value more! We feel its magni- 
tude ! And—if our ſenſibilities be properly 
alive, we tremble at our own demerits, ih the 
nar proſpett of the impending vengeance ! 
Let us not therefore, for a ſhort ſeaſon only, 
while the Bleſling is freſh before us, but con- 
tinually be calling upon our grateful powers, 
in the pious ſtrains of the Pſalmiſt, Bleſs 
*the 1 0 wy ſoul; and all, that i is within 
| 1 me 
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60 thee Wat ee " Fender 


conclude, that the deſigns of God, in afflic. 
\ tive providences, are accompliſhed, and the 
proper effects produced i in us; becauſe they 


By no means: at leaſt not always; perhaps 
not in the preſent caſe. It may be, the Wrath | 
18 only ſuſpended; not entirely withdrawn, 


. | Our Malls, Daniels, and Jobs, have 
. prevailed for alittle longer reſpite. JIxs us, our 


dnce for that barren Fig-tree, the Jewiſh Na. 


tion; Let it alone,” ſpare it, this Year allo, 
« till I ſhall dig about it, and dung it; and if 


| See alfo that awful paſſage in Ezek. 14. 12— 


er me, bleſs! his TOM name. e. let * Lok, 0 
my ſoul; and forget not all his benefits. Wo 
66 forgiveth all thine Iniquities—who crowneth 


25 mercies. a 4 
But, on ths Ke hand, are we haſtily to 


may appear, for the preſent, to be removed? 


His Arm may yet be uplifted to ſtrike the 
| blow—tlie meſſenger of Vengeance be 
y. to go forth; but is reſtrained for a ſea- 


great Interceſſor, has pleaded for us, as he did 


it bear fruit, well: but it is added, «and if 
* not, then, after that, thou halt cut it down. f 


20. where we are fore warned, by the exam- 
ple of Iſrael, that a time may come (Gon 


be al "TRAP be. Wy very far off from this 
b Pro, nation), 
+4 * re. -e by x 8 13. z 8, 9. 


1 

"atian) when Je novAn will no more be i in- | 
treated for a guilty Land, when it Inner a- 
gunſt Him, by treſpaſſing grievoufly. 4 

This ſuggeſts another important idea, or 
Remark on the preſent ſubject ; vi. 
| Fourthly, That we do not preſume, becauſe 
de tokens of the divine diſpleaſure, are re- 
WH moved, or ſuſpended ; but that we fear before 
in, and enter into ſerious examination, 
Wh whether, as a Nation, or as Individuals, the 
; {Wccligns of his Viſitations have been anſwered 
upon us; Imean, whether we have been 
brought to Repentance and Amendment be- 
e 
0 


fore Him, and a ſerious return of heart unto 
Him. For, if not, we may juſtly expect, He 
„ail let the uplifted thunder drop; we may 
e certainly look for the return of Calamities, 
attended with {till more aggravated circum 
ſtances, until the End be accompliſhed, or 
we be deſtroyed and rooted out. The Cloud, 
that has long been gathering, will burſt at 
aſt with accumulated Vengeamnae. 

Thus, in the caſe of Iſrael old when the 
LoxD brought one grievous Calamity after 
another. upon. them, for their iniquities, the 
burthen of the Charge, continually repeated 
Wunſt them, is, Yet have ye not returned unto 
me, a in 4 VAR. M i added, $f . ' 
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4 « thus wil Ido unto thee, 0 Ifract”: chat; is 


one Judgment after another—* and becauſe 
n vill do this unto thee, prepare to meet ty 


forces, and ſet the Battle in array, if thoy 
be able to contend it out with Him. But 


_ the Wheat, in molt places, yields | but lightly ; in 


„ 0 8.18. e * AS 5. 20. 


Jai. grounds, that the preſent high price of Corn, is owing, as well to the 
. nefarious prafliſes of Factors, Foreſtallers, and Monopolizers, as to a real 


N have lee led their hearts againſt the generous feelings of Humanity j 
5 no efime can ppſſibly paſs undetecteg, or, if perſiſted is, unpuniſhed 5 


" He, that withholdeth Corn'—in dear times, in hopes of higher Mare 
| kets; and will not be ſatisfied without moderate an the Pept 


© I - — — — ++ = 
— - == — 
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[ 30 . 


thus will I go on to do unto thee, lending 
„God, O Ifracl;” that is, ſummon all thy 


ah!“ who is able to ſtand belore this holy 
" "Lox Gon 2+. | 
. Perhaps, I ſay, this i is the caſe, j in the in- 
france now. before us. We are told, that, 
notwichſtanding the pre oſuſion of other Grain 


the thrafhing; efpecially i in proportion to the 
apparent quantity on the ground: and that, 
without timely precautions, a greater Dear- 
nefs and Scarcity will be e nent 
ſealon, than was 5 this laſt « ha £7 

i STING N : W 0 


14 The above ſtatement has ſince been found to be alas] but too true, 
Rem the accounts laid before the Committee, appointed, very. properly, 
by Government to inquire: into the ſtate of the Bread-Corn in the Nation, 

| Notwithffaning this; it is firmly believed by many, and I fear on too 


deficiency m'the Crops: If ſuch characters have no regard for the exill- 
, laws of their. Country, while they can, by any means, evade them ;if 


let them, erlegt, hearken to the Voice of Go p in his Word, with whom 


foal 


77 


7 81 11 
Tos; whatever extent this may prove true, 
let us, at leaſt, improve this thought, along 
with otherexiſting circumſtances, forthe Pur. 


F £8 - 


poſes, of Humiliation and Self. ae All 


ment. And ſhall we not wake warning, while 
the Rod is yet ſhaking oyer us? © When the 
0 Judgments, of Gop, are. in the earth, ſhall 
not the inhabitants thereof learn Righteouſ⸗- 
«neſs?” And ſhall not. we be inſtructed; by 

his Dealings. with his. antient People, and 
with other N ations, as well as with ourſclyes? ? 
There, certainly, appears. ſomething more 
than ordinary, ſomething portentous, in the 


141 .. 


preſent. ſcene of. things around us. : | 
ſlate of the Nations of Europe at large, de- 
mands our mol ſerious attention. N o doubt. 
great and important events may be expected 
to take place! Events, which are the ſubje&.. 
of Scpipture- Prophecy, a and for this, among, 


„other . chat all, who Fear Gop, may 
ol | 3 be | 


8 il . him : 5 Vieliogs Jovbalets em 9 b. 15 well as bis 
neighbour——4*" mall be upon the head of him, chat lelleth it. % - How 
exceedingly depraved and callous muſt his Heart be, who can thus, with- 
out remorſe, grind the faces of the Poor; and run the hazard of plunging 
his Neighbours and his Country into tumult and blood, for the ſake of a 
litle paltry 5 gain, Which will never profit its poſſeſſor ! Perhaps, he little 
thinks his Sin is ſo eee in A 8 WT bad e or = 1 8 ee | 
Pont in his Bible, | | ; 

E ere. in, 26. N 3-7 4 57 ads 
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be iet thereby, and ” Oe ts 
meet them. If à Sparfow does not fall © 


the ground, without the Divine notice, much 
leſs can the overthrow of States and Eiripire 


happen, without his wiſe and juſt Appoint- 


ment.“ Yet alas! how little ate theſe things 
con{idered, by elther Rulers or People! I att 
perſuaded 125 ought to be more ſeriouſly 

regarded, as fpeaLitng with a 1648! voice to 


finful Mortals, and comprehending in them 
momentous Admonitions from the Sovereign 


of the univerſe-f Could my voice, there. 


7 fore, teach even the ears of Potentates, in his 


1 0 name, I would announce the ſolemn 
xhottation: Be wiſe now, O ye Rings: be 
Aiplrüctel, ye judges of the earth. Serve 


of the Loxy with fear, and rejoice with 
4 trembling: Kits the Son, leſt Hebe angry, 


ind ye Peil froin the way, when his 


„ Wratlris kindled but a littte.” Alſo, let 


ee. the Prieſts; the Miniſters of the Loro, 
weep between the porch and the altar, and 


6 * let + them tay, Spare thy peoples 0 Los, 


and 


; its 4 Dan. 6. 19==45. c. 554 1.257. | 

4 it was very temote from my intention, to give this Sermon, in anf 
degree, a political aſpect: but, in treating of the Providence of Go, 
as concerned in and watching over the affairs of Men, at ſuch a Seaſon ii 


the preſent ; it appeared ſo intimately connefted with my leading ode 


chat 1 could e oi er 6 thc a es or we 4 on the ſubject. 


, 


5 


g not thine Heritage to reproach. 9 


the land; that each individual, from the King 


eas, might mourn apart, for the portion Ats 


the LORD of Hoſts, *At what inſtant I ſhall 


* whom I have pronounced, turn from their 


For, faith He, I lift up my hand to heaven, 


judgment, I will render Vengeance to mine 
1 . a and will reward them, chat hate 
me. 9 And Hz, who has the Powers of Uni- 
wy Nature at his command, whom all Ele. 
ments and  Creatiures in heaven and earth 
3 E Mos fy 

. 1 1e Jort 1==19, 4 Zech. 18. 10-14% 

8 18. 7, & 1 14 75 16 4 217 Deut. 33. 40, 14 


1 
; 


* =. ww. — 


„let all the inhabitants of the land trem- 
0 05 for the Day of the Loxy cometh, for 
bit is nigh at hand.“ O! that a ſpirit of 
Mourningand Supplication might go through | 


upon his throne, unto the meaneſt of his Sub- 


zins bear in the National Guilt, as one that ; 
* mourneth for his firſt-born."+ For thus faith 


« ſpeak, concerning a N ation, and concerning 
* a People, to pluck up, and to pull down, 
and to deſtroy it: if that Nation againſt | 


Evil, I will repent of the Evil, that! thought 
to do unto them.” On the contrary, he has 
ſolemnly declared, Though hand join in 
hand, the Wicked ſhall not be unpuniſhed.” . 


"and fay, 7 live for ever. If I whet my glit- 
* tering. ſword, and my hand take hold on 


ES . . 
"te oy © Eg PE or +5. 6 oe tr — — 


55 1 34 1 
: obey ; can never want Means or Inftrumeny 
to effect his Purpoſes. : 
Upon the whole, we may oblerve from thi 
Subject, generally ;—How reviving and con. 
ſolatory the reflection of an all-ſurrounding 
Providence muſt be to the good Man 10 
the pious humble believing Soul, who ral. 
cally maketh the Lord his Truft Though 
corſeious of manifold frailties and demerit; 
he rejoices in the thought ofa celeſtial Witnel 
to his Integrity, a Divine Guardian of his 
Intereſts, and a ſovereign Controller of all 
"4 ſublunary! Events. Is he aflifed ? He knows 
it is for his good: he bows ſubmiſſive to the 
Rod, and marks with gratitude the proof 
of the parental Care and Kindneſs of his hea- 
venly Father. Is he reviled, and perſecuted, 
and injuriouſly llandered for Righteouſneſs 
fake ? He can, with patience and cheerful- 
neſs, commit himſelf to Him, 'that judgeth 
zightcoully;, and wait, with confidence, is 
SEN Deciſion. In ſhort, his Triumph 
The Lok 1s Kine, be the people ne- 
7 4 ſo impatient; He ſitteth between the 
* Cherubims, be the earth never ſounquiet.”* 
On the contrary, how terrible is the conſ:- 
deration to the Vicious and Profane !—tothe } 
Man, wheſe Practice evidences, that, he ca- 


rein not NES Gov!) He cannot derive any ſa- 
| tisfaCtion 
* Pa fa, 99. 1. Prayer Book Verßan. oy 
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ir ELLE 
faftion froth the reflection af a ſyrround- 
ing, watchful Providence, whenever. the 
thought obtrudes itſelf upon him. He can 
only fee an Almighty Arm raiſed to cruſh 
him; and an all-prying Eye, noting down 
his moſt ſecret fins for Judgment! Or, if he 
beholds himſelf ſurrounded with numerous 
bleſſings, in common with others; ſtill, God 
1s not an all has thoughts : he © ſacrifices to 
his own net, and burns incenſe unto his 
„drag. And though, in the purſuits of 
Bulinels, and a the joyous ſcenes of 
Conviviality and pleaſurable Amuſements; 

be may appear happy; yet, a ſecret ſome- 
thing, a ſelf-reproaching Conſcience, a dread 
ſoreboding as to the Iffue, mars the enjoyment 
of the whole in the ſilent moments of Reflec- 
tion or Sickneſs; while his Heart tells him, 
he has lived without Chriſt, and without Gov 


Gon, no pleaſure in the contemplation of his 
Being and Perfections, nor any intereſt in 
Him; and, therefore, could | ſecretly wiſh Him 

e {truck out of the univerſe! 
Finally, fince the Gob, "with whom we 
have to do, is indeed ſo glorious and infinite 
a Being, and ſo able to puniſh ; let us not dare 
any longer to preſume, but let us fear before 
Hin. Since wet Is ſo good, 55 ee | 
Ws. 


ha Hab. _ 16, 


in the world. In ſhoft, he feels no love wm. 


N N 
+, LES. 
* 1 


r * 7 Bow — n 4 

e 1 1 + 

q 1 Ty "ts *. . 5 * 
{ : 


EY . 5 prove the truth of theſe moſt conſolatory 


9 96 95 
in mercy let us love and * Him: and, 
While his forbearance and compaſſion laſt, let 
us repent, and return unto Him. Rouſe 
ſrom our fatal ſecurity, and ſtupor, let us 
pray. earneſtly for the ſoftening influences 
of his Holy Spirit, that the diſplays of his 
Goodneſs may. effectually move our hearts, 
before the terrors of his Juſtice make uz 
afraid. And; while we rejoice before Him, 
Jet us do it with, reverence. 

Above all, let every review of our Ehren 
ae, national or perſonal, remind us of the 
infinite value of that precious, bleeding Sa- 
 Erifice, through which alone they can be forgi- 
ven: and let a ſenſe of their dreadful deme- 


vit preſs us to ſeek Jpcedily for deliverance. 


Thus, we ſhall happily experience, that there 
is yet Forgeveneſs with Him, that He may be 


e our belt intereſts will be ſecured; 


and we be brought, into the fitteſt ſtate to 
meet all the iſſues of Providence, however 
new, however calamitous. Yea, we ſhall 


words, in a ſenſe far beyond i the limits of our 
preſent ſcanty con conceptions; * 5 ALL THINGS 


*'work' together for good to them, that love 


God; to them, Who are the Called accore 


. Wat 0 bp purpoſe.”* So | 
T To e Rom. 8, % 01485 | 
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